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1/ Codarts Rotterdam

PLAY.MOVE.EXPLORE.BECOME.CODARTS

Codarts is an international university of the arts, located in the heart of Rotterdam. We
offer preparatory courses, Bachelor’'s and Master’s programmes in music, music theatre,
dance, circus, music and dance education, arts therapies and choreography.

We train talented students to become inspiring artists, teachers, researchers and
coaches. They not only master their craft, but also find their own path in a world that’'s
constantly evolving.

Our community consists of dedicated teachers, staff and 1,000 students representing
around 65 nationalities.

What can you study at Codarts?
We offer the following degree programmes:

e Bachelor of Music (departments: Pop, Jazz, World Music/Global Musics, Classical
Music, and Music Theatre)

o Bachelor of Music in Education
o Bachelor of Dance

o Bachelor of Dance in Education
o Bachelor of Circus Arts

o Master of Music

o Master of Arts Therapies
(Dance Movement Therapy and Music Therapy)

o Master of Choreography
(joint degree with Fontys, Tilburg)
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Our vision: six core values
The way we learn, create and collaborate at Codarts is grounded in six core principles.

Craft
We combine tradition with innovation. What you learn is applied directly in
performances, concerts and creative projects.

o Self-management
At Codarts, we see students as conscious designers of their own future. Step by
step, you'll learn to make choices, take and share responsibility, and discover
what works for you. This way, you shape your artistic path as you grow.

o Diversity
Firmly rooted in Rotterdam, we create space for a wide range of cultures, styles
and disciplines. This enriches both education and the arts.

¢ Inquisitiveness
Thinking and doing go hand in hand. We invite you to ask questions, explore
perspectives and learn together - with teachers, researchers, fellow students and
the world around you.

« Sustainability
A long career in the arts requires resilience. That’s why we support you in
developing a healthy and flexible professional practice.

o Connectivity
Art is about meeting others. At Codarts, you learn how to connect - with fellow
artists, with your audience and with society. And thanks to our many partnerships
across the Netherlands and beyond, you’ll have plenty of opportunities to share
your work with the world.
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2/ Bachelor of Music

The Bachelor of Music is a four-year full-time programme. The total study load of the
programme is 240 study points (EC), consisting of a one-year propaedeutic phase of 60
EC and a three-year main phase of 180 EC. The official language in classes can be
English or Dutch. After completing the programme, you will have obtained the degree
Bachelor of Music (BMus). The diploma opens the possibility of continuing your studies
with a Master of Music, depending on qualification.

Within the Bachelor of Music there are five branches of studies: Classical Music, Jazz,
Pop, World Music/Global Musics, and Music Theatre. Each of these branches has its own
characteristic profile and specialised study programme. At the same time, they share the
same professional profile in which the learning outcomes have been defined.

At Codarts, everything is about your development. We believe in idiosyncratic musicians
with a unique artistic identity, who find their place in the music world as adaptive
professionals. This requires insight into your strengths and weaknesses and the ability to
utilize them.

Our educational environment challenges you, supported by skill and knowledge, to make
choices in using your creativity. The wide variety of musical styles and artistic disciplines
at Codarts gives you the space to create your own musical story, whether you specialize
in one style or combine several.

We offer a student-driven learning environment where the focus is on your artistic
development. The education offers frameworks, but not limitations. Own initiative and
responsibility are crucial, so that you can follow your own learning path, in a motivated
and inspired way. Our open curriculum offers room for research and experimentation.
You encounter various musical styles and can broaden or deepen your knowledge, with
lessons from various teachers and guest teachers and access to the knowledge of other
departments such as Classical Music, Pop, Jazz, World Music/Global Musics, Music
Theatre, Dance and Circus.

In addition to artistic support, Codarts also offers help for a sustainable career. Through
Student Life, we help you make healthy music and prevent or remove obstacles.
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Domains

Your study for the Bachelor of Music starts with an audition for a specific main subject,
for example, jazz composition, pop guitar or classical voice. This main subject determines
which study programme you will follow. A large part of your classes resort under the
department your main subject belongs to (Jazz, Pop, World Music/Global Musics or
Classical Music), but each study programme also has classes that are specific to your
major.

For each main subject available within the Bachelor of Music the study programme is
arranged according to a strict framework that reflects the five domains:

¢ Artistic Development

e Ensemble Playing

e Context and Research

¢ Professional Development
e Profiling Space

Naturally, the content of these domains may vary for individual departments and
sometimes even for each main subject. Relevant context for a jazz saxophone player is
not the same as for a classical pianist. During your studies, you will increasingly
determine the content of your study programme yourself and develop your own unique
artistic profile.

Below is a global description of the focus of the various domains. In chapter 7, we
explore the Pop programme in greater detail and explain how these domains are
reflected in the curriculum.

Artistic Development

The foundation of your study in music is to develop your musical expressiveness in your
main subject. The modules of Artistic Development focus on developing your technical
and artistic qualities. In the case of a performing main subject the focus is on the study of
your primary instrument. In the case of a creative main subject the focus is on your study
of the various aspect of creating.

For most instruments your main subject classes are given by several teachers, each with
their own focus area. These classes are mainly taught individually and in some cases are
supported by one or several group lessons.

In addition to your main subject class, you will follow one or more genre-specific modules
that are also part of the Artistic Development domain.

Halfway each year, you present your progress to both your teachers and fellow students.

In June there is an official performing examination. After four years, you conclude your
main subject with a final exam performance.
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Ensemble Playing

Working together and playing together is a core competence of all musicians. In the
domain Ensemble Playing you will gain experience with various forms of collaboration, in
both longer commitments such as permanent ensembles and in short-term projects. This
of course includes attention to the musical aspects of playing together, but you are also
coached in learning how to effectively work together as a group. Depending on your
major you will be assigned to several mandatory activities. In addition, there is the
possibility to participate in occasional projects within your study programme but certainly
also in other contexts, in collaboration with other disciplines. During your study you will
be challenged to participate in thinking about what content of your ensemble playing
activities would help you to further develop your own unique artistic profile.

Throughout the year, you will have several opportunities to present yourself with your
ensemble or group before an audience and receive feedback from audience, teachers
and fellow students.

Instead of ensemble classes, students of Composition have an extensive choice of
composition related subjects.

The domain Ensemble Playing includes projects. The year planning of your department
shows when these projects take place. In these weeks there are special projects,
workshops and master classes. Core values are creating together, working
interdisciplinary, and paying attention to situation, location and audience. By being
confronted with contexts that are entirely new to you, you widen your horizon.

Context and Research

In this domain we find two learning trajectories. In the trajectory Musical Skills you work
on your knowledge of an insight into musical structures, ear training and analytical skills.
Subjects include Rhythmic Training, Solfége, and Music Theory. The second trajectory is
Research. In this trajectory you gain a basic overview of the historical development of
your discipline (history modules), and you learn about the major musical schools in the
world. This includes an exploration of the present-day social-cultural context in which
you will be working as a professional. Guided by these themes you will also learn step-
by-step to do your own research into the background of the repertoire you are playing.
You conclude this learning trajectory in year 4 by doing independent research into a
subject of your own choosing that is close to your practice as an aspiring professional.

Professional Development

This domain is the control room of your study, as it were. This is where you develop the
skills that help you to effectively and sustainably develop yourself as a professional. The
following elements make up this domain:
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Learning professional
This course is designed to enhance your awareness of your own learning process and to

help you develop the most effective ways to study and grow as a musician. You will work
on planning, organization, and time management, which are essential skills for structuring
your study process efficiently. Reflection, feedback, and communication are addressed
as cyclical self-improvement strategies to refine your craft and interact professionally
with others. In addition, the course focuses on body and mind awareness, offering
techniques to optimise your physical and mental well-being, prevent injuries, and support
sustainable artistic development.

Entrepreneurship

This element highlights various aspects relating to your future professional practice:
knowledge of the work field and the actors in it, possible professional perspectives and
business models, marketing and promotion, and creation and forming opinions. All of
these aspects will be related to your personal artistic profiling. Should you wish to learn
more about entrepreneurship, you might choose to take the minor Entrepreneurship,
which is concluded by writing a complete business plan.

The various parts within this domain intersect in many ways. In your portfolio you will
elaborate on your learning experiences and relate them to each other.

Education
In year 3, the element Education is added. The education trajectory lasts one year and
consists of three modules:
¢ Education A: This module addresses all kinds of subjects related to transfer, such
as general didactics, communication and feedback presentation skills, group
dynamics, motivation, developmental psychology, learning styles, teacher roles,
and core qualities.
¢ Education B: In this module you take a practical approach to your own instrument.
You study teaching methods and transfer techniques and delve into the current
developments in the field of instrumental education, such as the use of new
media.
¢ Internship: The internship module provides the opportunity to practice what you
have already learned. Learning how to teach can only be achieved by practising in
real-life situations. This is done through an in-house and/or external internship, in
which you will teach individual students or small groups under the supervision of
your internship coach.

In case you develop a taste for education after successfully concluding these modules,

you can further train yourself in the role of teacher by taking the minor Education.
Because of the specific demands of their work fields, this minor is mandatory for pianists.
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Profiling Space

The profiling space provides the opportunity to further deepen or widen your personal
artistic profile by choosing one of the many minors that are available. Our minors are
related to the following themes:

Creating connections
Developing musical leadership
Creating music

Capturing music

Exploring styles

Expanding your craft
Awareness of body and mind
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3/ Dual Degree

The Rotterdam Arts & Sciences Lab (RASL) is a collaboration between Codarts
Rotterdam, the Willem de Kooning Academy, Erasmus University Rotterdam, and
Erasmus University College. In RASL several research and educational projects are
realised, including the Dual Degree programme. The Dual Degree is a five-year
programme with an integrated HBO-WO curriculum (which is innovative in the binary
educational system) in which a student obtains two bachelors: one from one of the two
Rotterdam art academies and one from Erasmus University.

Both Bachelor programmes are geared to one another in terms of scheduling and
content to such an extent that you can complete both studies in five years. After
successfully completing the programme, you will receive two diplomas.

At Codarts the Dual Degree is offered in two variants:

One in combination with the International Bachelor of Arts and Culture Studies (IBACS)
at Erasmus University and one in combination with the Liberal Arts and Sciences
programme at the Erasmus University College (EUC).

The following study programmes within Codarts participate in the Dual Degree
programme: Jazz, Pop, World Music/Global Musics, and Classical Music.

More information about the programme and the admission procedure can be found at
RASL | Where arts meets science.
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4/ Tuition fee

Tuition fee
If you are going to study at Codarts, you have to pay tuition fees every year. There are
two types of tuition fees in the Netherlands:

The statutory tuition fee, which is determined each year by the Ministry of Education,
Culture and Science (OCW);
The institutional tuition fee, which is determined each year by Codarts.

The institutional tuition fee is higher than the statutory tuition fee. The reason is that for
students who do not meet the conditions for the statutory tuition fee, Codarts does not
receive any government funding. To compensate for this difference, Codarts charges the
difference in tuition fees.

Study costs

In addition to the tuition fees, students at Codarts should take into account additional
costs. These may include study materials such as books, a laptop, extra travel expenses
for performances, and costs for attending shows or productions.

As these expenses vary per programme and may change from year to year, no central
amounts are provided. Some additional costs are specific to individual programmes.

For more information about the fees, please visit our website Codarts - Tuition fee
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5/Learning Outcomes

1. Technical Skills

The Bachelor Music is aimed at 7 final qualifications, divided into separate indicators.

The student has a wide range of professional knowledge and skills and applies them in

different musical contexts.

Bachelor

Master

The student is technically proficient in his/her
specialist field.

The student creates and produces artistic
concepts at a high professional level.

The student commands a representative,
varied repertoire within his/her field.

The student commands a representative,
varied repertoire within his/her field, has
enhanced or broadened his/her knowledge
and knows how to set himself/herself apart
as a professional artist.

The student works in ensembles or in
creative collectives varying in composition,
size, and style.

The student works in ensembles or in
creative collectives varying in composition,
size, and style.

The student has a basic knowledge of music
theory, music history, musical styles, and
performance practices.

The student has enhanced and/or broadened
his/her basic knowledge of music theory,
music history, musical styles, and
performance practices.

The student demonstrates that he/she is
capable of analysing music he/she hears, or
notated music with which he/she is
presented, based on his/her understanding
of rhythmic, melodic and harmonic structures
and forms, and on that basis, can interpret
and perform it.

The student demonstrates that he/she is
capable of analysing music he/she hears, or
notated music with which he/she is
presented, based on his/her understanding
of rhythmic, melodic and harmonic structures
and forms, and on that basis, can interpret
and perform it.

The student demonstrates musical freedom
using improvisation techniques when
performing repertoire.

The student demonstrates the ability to apply
individual advanced-level improvisation
techniques associated with the repertoire
performed.

The student has mastered effective study
and rehearsal skills.

The student has mastered effective study
and rehearsal skills.

The student is aware of his/her posture and
movements. He/she demonstrates
awareness of health risks and takes
preventative measures.

The student is aware of his/her posture and
movements. He/she demonstrates
awareness of health risks and takes
preventative measures.
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2. Creative Skills

The student can shape musical expression based on his/her own artistic

vision and aims.

Bachelor

Master

The student develops musical products
based on an artistic concept and/or puts
together programmes based on that concept.

The student independently develops musical
products at a high professional level based
on his/her own artistic concept and/or puts
together programmes based on that concept.

The student shows creativity in his/her
choice of repertoire, programming,
arrangements, compositions and/or
productions, in performance and in musical
solutions.

The student shows extensive creativity in
his/her choice of repertoire, programming,
arrangements, compositions and/or
productions, in performance and in musical
solutions.

The student uses research methods to
develop and enrich his/her work in an artistic
sense.

The student develops and communicates an
artistic vision.

The student expresses a musically artistic
personality.

As a player or creator, the student puts
himself/herself at the service of the musically
artistic product and its realisation.

The student puts his/her musically artistic
personality and skills at the service, and in
the context of, a larger whole.

As a player, the student contributes in an
inspiring way to the creation of a musical
product.

As an initiator, the student carries out a
musical project.

Study guide Codarts Bachelor of Music 2026-2027 | Jazz

13




3. Contextual Focus

The student identifies developments in the national and international
professional world and in society at large, positioning himself/herself and

his/her work in relation to these.

Bachelor

Master

The student is aware of developments in
his/her specialist field and in the wider
professional music world. The student
demonstrates how he/she integrates that
awareness into his/her professional abilities
and uses it to enhance his/her own career.

The student is aware of developments in
his/her specialist field, the wider professional
music world and society at large. The student
demonstrates how he/she integrates that
awareness into his/her professional abilities
and uses it to enhance his/her own career
and to serve the community.

The student identifies opportunities in the
community, turning these into concrete
actions. He/she is not afraid to take risks and
positions himself/herself with his/her
products or activities.

The student identifies opportunities in the
community, turning these into concrete
actions. He/she is not afraid to take risks and
positions himself/herself with his/her
products or activities.

The student demonstrates an understanding
of how the national and international music
market function and are organised. To that
end, he/she has knowledge of music
marketing and production, money flows and
revenue models, and applies that knowledge
to position himself/herself in the professional
music world.

The student demonstrates an understanding
of how the national and international music
market function and are organised. To that
end, he/she has knowledge of music
marketing and production, money flows and
revenue models, and applies that knowledge
to position himself/herself in the professional
music world.

The student participates in
professional/cultural life, and networks with
peers, other musicians, members of the
public and press, and potential and current
clients.

The student participates in
professional/cultural life, and networks with
peers, other musicians, members of the
public and press, and potential and current
clients.

The student demonstrates resourcefulness
and is capable of securing commissions, jobs
and/or work.

The student demonstrates resourcefulness
and is capable of securing commissions, jobs
and/or work.

The student is aware of technological
developments and of the influence
technology has on the professional music
world. The student has relevant knowledge
and skills and applies them in a music-
specific context.

The student is aware of technological
developments and of the influence
technology has on the professional music
world. The student has relevant knowledge
and skills and applies them in a music-
specific context.
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4. Research and Development Skills

The student evaluates his/her own artistic
performance by reflecting on and exploring
the development of his/her own identity,
personal actions and work, and those of
others, with the aim of continuously improving
that performance.

The student constantly evaluates his/her own
artistic performance through self-initiated
research and reflection on his/her own
identity, actions and work with the aim of
improving that performance and
simultaneously contributing to innovation in
his/her field.

Bachelor

Master

The student asks critical questions and is
open to the questions of others.

The student asks critical questions and is
open to the questions of others.

The student reflects on his/her own
assumptions, preferences, strengths and
weaknesses, and understands their
implications for his/her development.

The student reflects on his/her own
assumptions, preferences, strengths and
weaknesses, and understands their
implications for his/her development and
career opportunities.

The student reflects on his/her own working
methods, and thus understands the
implications of choices and decisions, which
he/she can defend retrospectively.

The student reflects on his/her own working
methods, and thus understands the
implications of choices and decisions, which
he/she can defend retrospectively both to
colleagues and to individuals working outside
the field.

The student gives a justified assessment of
the artistic merit of his/her own work and that
of others, as well as an assessment as to how
effectively it meets his/her intentions.

The student gives a justified assessment of
the artistic merit of his/her own work and that
of others, as well as an assessment as to how
effectively it meets his/her intentions.

The student independently collects, analyses,
and interprets knowledge and information
relevant to his/her field.

The student independently collects, analyses,
and interprets knowledge and information
relevant to his/her field and contributes
through his/her own research to the
development of new source material.

The student conducts structured research on
issues directly related to his/her own field.

The student conducts structured research on
issues directly or indirectly related to his/her
own field.

The student uses knowledge, insight and
skills gained from reflection, feedback, and
research to help further develop his/her work
and professional status.

The student proactively organises his/her
own input in the form of reflection, feedback,
and research, using knowledge, insight, and
skills to help further develop his/her work,
professional status and field.

The student explores, identifies, and
experiments with innovations in his/her field.

The student explores, identifies, and
experiments with innovations in his/her field,
in addition to fostering innovation
himself/herself.
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5. Communication Skills

The student interacts effectively in various professional contexts, using
appropriate forms and means of communication.

Bachelor

Master

The student presents himself/herself and
his/her work, individually and/or collectively,
in a way that is suited to the work presented
and the intended audience.

The student presents himself/herself and
his/her work, individually and/or collectively,
in a way that is suited to the work presented
and the intended audience.

As part of a collaborative undertaking, the
student actively and demonstrably
contributes to the artistic process and to the
creation of artistic products.

The student actively and demonstrably
contributes to multi- and/or interdisciplinary
collaborations in his/her own discipline.

The student collaborates in ensembles that
are varied in terms of composition and style,
or in creative projects of different sizes and
focus.

The student leads creative processes,
projects and/or collaborations.

The student is aware of his/her identity and
qualities and makes effective use of them
within a collaborative undertaking.

The student demonstrates skills and initiative
in teamwork, negotiation, and organisation.

The student can articulate artistic and other
choices verbally and in writing in a clear and
structured way using correct grammar and
good style.

The student uses his/her oral, written and IT
skills to convincingly and effectively
communicate his/her own work, working
method, vision and research results to
professionals and the public.

The student gives and receives feedback,
using it to develop himself/herself and to
encourage others to do so.

The student deals strategically and
respectfully with the various roles,
responsibilities, interests, and qualities
inherent in a collaborative undertaking.

The student demonstrates effective
intercultural communication skills.

The student demonstrates effective
intercultural communication skills.
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6. Organisational Skills

The student creates sustainable work situations and networks, enabling

himself/herself to achieve his/her goals.

Bachelor

Master

The student sets realistic goals and makes
and works according to a plan.

The student sets realistic goals and makes
and works according to a plan.

The student has sufficient business,
organisational and administrative knowledge
and skills, operating as a professional to
ensure the success and continuity of his/her
career.

The student has sufficient business,
organisational and administrative knowledge
and skills, operating as a professional to
ensure the success and continuity of his/her
career.

The student organises workflows mutually
with others, seeking an appropriate balance
between artistic, business and facilitating
activities.

The student organises workflows mutually
with others, seeking an appropriate balance
between artistic, business and facilitating
activities.

The student maintains sustainable
professional networks and contacts, thereby
strengthening his/her own activities and
those of others.

The student maintains sustainable
professional networks and contacts, thereby
strengthening his/her own activities and
those of others.

The student responds to changing situations
and circumstances and contributes to solving
various context-specific problems.

The student responds to changing situations
and circumstances and contributes to solving
complex context-specific problems and
issues.

The student is aware of relevant parameters
and deals with them appropriately.

The student is aware of relevant parameters
and deals with them appropriately.
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7. Teaching skills

The student uses his/her own musical
knowledge and skills to facilitate the
musical development or performance of
others.

Bachelor

Using his/her knowledge and skills, the student
formulates goals for development or
performance in consultation with the person(s)
involved.
The student uses various teaching methods,
resources, and materials — geared to the needs
2 |and learning style of those involved - to develop
and implement musical learning situations and/or
processes.
The student identifies, assesses, and evaluates
3 the learning effect on the person(s) involved in

the educational situations or processes designed
and implemented.
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6/ Annual Planning
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34 Aug Mon 17 d-free week / holiday*; all i open for and exams
35 Mon 24 |introduction week 2026-2027 / re-examinations 2025-2026
36 Mon 31 [start study year 2026-2027 1 1 1
37 Sept Mon 07 |Pop Songwriting camp (7-9 till 9-9) 2 2 2 1
38 Mon 14|Opening coll 3 1 3 3 2
39 Mon 21| YellowHouse (23-9) 4 2 4 4 3
40 Mon 28 5 3 5 5 4
41 Oct Mon 05 6 4 6 6 5
42 Mon 12|YellowHouse (13-10) / WIP Jazz Composition (14-10) 7 5 7 7 6
43 Mon 19 |scheduled-free week / Auti holiday*
44 Mon 26 |Projectweek 1
45 Nov Mon 02|Pop Tributes 60's 70's (3-11) 8 6 8 8 7
46 Mon 09| YellowHouse (11-11) 9 7 9 9 8
47 Mon 16 10 8 10 10 9
48 Mon 23|Open night (26-11) 1 9 11 1 10
49 Mon 30| YellowHouse (2-12) 12 10 12 12 11
50 Dec Mon 07 13 11 13 13 12
51 Mon 14|Pop Tributes 80's (14-12) 14 12 14 14 13
52 Mon 21|scheduled-free week / Christmas holiday*
53 Mon 28 free week / Chri holiday ; all closed from 28-12-26 till 1-1-27

1 Jan Mon 04 15 13 15 15 14

2 Mon 11 Minor exams 1 and regular classes / Pop Sneak Preview (11-1 till 13-1) 16 14 16 15

3 Mon 18 |Re-exams + Formative presentations Main subject / Jazz Ensemble presentations (18-1/19-1) 17

4 Mon 25|Exams and re-exams

5 Feb Mon 01|start semester 2 18 15 17 16 1

6 Mon 08| YellowHouse (10-2) 19 16 18 17 2

7 Mon 15 20 17 19 18 3

8 Mon 22 |scheduled-free week / Spring holiday*

9 Mar Mon 01|Pop Tributes 90's 00's (2-3) 21 18 20 19 4
10 Mon 08| YellowHouse (10-3) 22 19 21 20 5
11 Mon 15|Pop College Tour (15-3) 23 20 22 21 6
12 Mon 22 |Projectweek 2 - all locations closed on Good Friday (26-3)

13 Mon 29| all locations closed on Easter Monday (29-3) 24 21 23 22 7
14 Apr Mon 05 YellowHouse (7-4) 25 22 24 23 8
15 Mon 12 26 23 25 24 9
16 Mon 19 27 24 26 25 10
17 Mon 26|scheduled-free week / May holiday* All locations closed on King's Day (27-4)
18 May Mon 03| YellowHouse (4-5) / all locations closed on Liberty Day (5-5), Ascension Day (6-5) and Friday (7-5) 28 25 27 26 11
19 Mon 10 |BNJF (10-5/ 11-5) / Composerfestival / Pop Tributes 10's 20's (10-5 till 12-5) 29 26 28 27 12
20 Mon 17 |all locations closed on Whit Monday (17-5), final exams and regular classes / Pop op de Kaap (19-5) 30 27 29 28 13
21 Mon 24 |final exams and regular classes 31 28 30 29 14
22 Mon 31 [final exams, exams Chamber music CM & Minor exams semester 2/year and regular classes 32 29 31 30 15
23 Jun Mon 07 [final exams (re-)exams, main subject exams and regular classes / Jazz Ensemble presentations (7-6 till 8-6) (extra) 30 32
24 Mon 14 [final exams (re-)exams, main subject exams
25 Mon 21 |final exams (re-)exams, main subject exams
26 Mon 28|final exams (re-)exams, main subject exams
27 Jul Mon 05|scheduled-free week*
28 Mon 12|scheduled-free week*
29 Mon 19 |no classes / Summer holiday*; all locations closed for
30 Mon 26 [no classes / Summer holiday*; all locations closed for students
31 Aug Mon 02|no classes / Summer holiday*; all locations closed for students
32 Mon 09|no classes / Summer holiday*; all locations closed for students
33 Mon 16|scheduled-free week* / open for rehearsals for exams
34 Mon 23|Introduction week '27-'28 / / re-examinations '26-'27
35 Mon 30 Start study year 2027-2028
36 Sept Mon 06 |Opening collegejaar

32 30 32 30 30

*Note: In heduled-fi

weeks, some ed ional activities may still be planned. Adjusted opening hours may apply that are published on Mycodarts
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7/ Jazz

Jazz at Codarts is vibrant, challenging, and future-focused. It's a place where musical
heritage meets innovation, where technical skill goes hand-in-hand with creative
exploration. Since 1978, Codarts Jazz has fostered a culture of openness, artistic
freedom, and excellence. Students come from around the world to study here, drawn by
the unique energy of Rotterdam and the shared passion for music in all its forms.

Whether you're a performer, composer, or both, Codarts Jazz offers a professional and
creatively stimulating environment that empowers you to take artistic risks, make bold
choices, and prepare for a sustainable and meaningful career in music.

The Jazz department offers two study programmes: Instrumental/Vocal and
Composition. The Instrumental/Vocal programme includes the following majors:

e piano

e guitar

e bass guitar
e double bass
e drums

e Vvoice

o trumpet

e trombone
e saxophone

The Composition programme is offered in collaboration with the Classical Music
department.

7.1 Structure of the Programme

As introduced in Chapter 2, the Bachelor of Music curriculum is made up of several core
domains. Each study programme within Codarts interprets these domains slightly
differently. Below, you'll find details specific to the Jazz programme.

Curriculum tables for all study years can be found at the end of this chapter.

Note: The Composition programme has a distinct structure and is discussed separately
at the end of this chapter.

Artistic Development
In your main subject lessons, you work closely with one or more teachers on technical
mastery, stylistic knowledge, and repertoire specific to jazz and related styles. From the
beginning of your studies, there is a strong emphasis on creativity: developing original
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work and arrangements is central throughout your practical training. Lessons also
incorporate entrepreneurship and active exploration of the material you engage with.
In the first years of your study, you'll have Home Recording and Music Engraving
modules to improve your digital skills. These modules are directly linked to your
ensemble work and will help you prepare demos, rehearsal materials, and sheet music.

Ensemble Playing
In ensemble modules, you'll apply your skKills in group settings, learning to collaborate
musically and artistically. In the first two years, you participate in two required
ensembles: one focused on core jazz repertoire, and another on creative authorship.
You'll also use Codarts’ studio facilities at specific moments to bring your own ideas to
life.

In years 3 and 4, you take the lead: designing your own ensemble projects, choosing line-
ups and repertoire, and presenting the results through a pitch and a live performance.
You'll also have the opportunity to participate in larger band and orchestra projects, as
well as interdisciplinary collaborations during annual project weeks.

Context and Research
For three years, you'll follow theoretical modules that support your artistic practice.
These include:

e Music Theory (Years 1-3): Core principles and practical applications

« Rhythmic Training (Years 1-2): Understanding, performing and notating rhythmic
structures

o Solfége (Years 1-2) and Theory in Practice (Years 2-3): Ear training for melody
and harmony

The Practical Harmony modules support your understanding of harmony through hands-
on application on piano or guitar. Pianists and guitarists follow customised harmony
lessons (trio class and chord melody).

Profiling space
You can customize your study path by choosing minor modules:

e Year 3:12 EC of minors
e Year 4:18 EC of minors

7.2 Study Programme Composition

This programme is part of an interfaculty collaboration between the Jazz and Classical
Music departments. Composition students share several modules with their
Instrumental/Vocal peers, particularly in Context and Research and Professional
Development. However, the content in Artistic Development and Ensemble Playing is
tailored to the needs of composers.
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Artistic Development
Your main subject — composition — is the cornerstone of your study. Alongside weekly
lessons, you'll spend extensive time composing, revising, and developing your own
artistic voice.
Weekly practical composition lessons bring all composition students together to
present their work, exchange feedback, and learn from guest lecturers and performers
from the Netherlands and abroad.

Supporting subjects include:

e Instrumentation

e Music Engraving

o Counterpoint

o Aesthetics and Philosophy

o Analysis of New Music

e Recording Techniques in Composition

Students regularly present their work in concerts and participate in national initiatives
such as those by ASKO|Schdnberg. Cross-disciplinary collaborations with other Codarts
students in visual art, dance, theatre, and film are also encouraged.

Optional Modules
You can enrich your study path by selecting from a wide range of electives (subject to
availability):

e Work field projects

e Extra practica

e Conducting

¢ New media

¢ Improvisation and Experimental Music

¢ Instrumentation

¢ Rhytmic concepts in composition

e Film Scoring

¢ Open elective (a choice from what other study programmes offer)

With these optional modules you can strengthen and deepen your creative capabilities.

7.3 Professional Practice and subsequent education

Codarts Jazz alumni are creative, versatile, and professionally prepared. The modern
musician must do more than perform — you need to think entrepreneurially,
communicate effectively, and take charge of your artistic development.

Codarts supports this through modules that focus on building your career skKills,
networking, and understanding the music industry. Many graduates work independently,
form collectives, or develop their own artistic ventures.
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After completing your Bachelor’s degree, you may apply for the Master of Music in
Jazz.

7.4 Module Descriptions

Of all modules from the study programme, module descriptions are available that include:
e The content of the module
e The study load
e The learning outcomes
¢ Information about the examinations (form, criteria, results scale)
e Entry requirements

The module descriptions for Jazz can be found in the MyCodarts app under ‘Education
Catalogue’.

7.5 Curriculum tables

The curriculum tables for the Instrumental/Vocal and Composition study programmes
are provided at the end of this chapter. These tables show the breakdown by study year,
including study load (in EC) and weekly contact hours.
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Propedeuse Main phase 1 Main phase 2 Main phase 3
Curriculum Bmus Jazz 2026-2027 | sem1 | sem2 | total [sem3|sem 4| total [sem5|sem6 | total | sem7| sem8 | total
EC EC EC |EC EC EC |EC EC EC |EC EC EC
Artistic Development
Main subject 20 20 20 20 20 20 23 23
Home recording 5 5 5 5
Music Engraving 2 2

Ensemble playing

Ensemble playing 8 8 8 8 1 11

Studio project 3 3
Music & Career 7 7
Projects 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Context and Research

MTE 2 2 4 6 6 3 3 6
Solfege 2 2 4 2 2

Rhythmic training 1 1 2 2 2

Practical harmony 2 2 4 4 4

Practical solfege 1 2 3

Jazz history 3 3 3 3

Musical connections 3 3

Graduation Research
Professional Development

Professional development 3 3 5 5 2 2
Education 7 7
Minors 12 12 18 18
Total number of study credits per semester 10 50 60 (O 60 60 (3 57 60 (O 60 60

NOTE: To receive a positive BSA in your 1st year you will have to obtain 45 ECTS and within those you have to at least obtain the yellow marked courses and 8 ECTS in the Context and

Research domain

Study guide Codarts Bachelor of Music 2026-2027 | Jazz

24



Curriculum Bmus Compositie Jazz

Propedeuse

sem 1 ’ sem 2

Main phase 1

sem 3 ‘ sem 4

Main phase 2

sem 5 ‘ sem 6

sem?7 ‘ sem 8

Main phase 3

Electives composition
Broadening/ deepening electives in composition related subjects:

2026-2027 EC EC tEtCal EC EC t;?' EC EC tggll EC EC tg[éil
Artistic Development
Main subject 20 20 20 20 20 20 24 24
Practica 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Instrumentation (together with Conductors) 2 2 2 2
Recording techniques in music composition 3 3
Music engraving 2 2
Counterpoint 2 2 2 2
Aesthetics & Philosophy 3 3 3 3
Big Band Analysis 2 2
Big Band Arranging 2 2
Analysis hew music 3 3
Project weeks 1and 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Work field projects (max 4x)

Extra practica (max 4x)

Conducting (max 2x)

New media (max 2x)

Improvisation and Experimental Music (max 2x)

NN (NN

NN N

Instrumentation (only in Main phase 2 and 3)

Rhytmic concepts in composition

N

Music engraving 2

Film Scoring

N

Open elective
Context and Research

NN (N

NININNINN N NN N

NININININININININ|N

MTE 2 2 4 6 6 6 6
Solfege 2 2 4 2 2

Rhythmic training 1 1 2 2 2

Practical harmony 2 2 4 4 4

Practical solfege 1 2 3

Jazz history 3 3 3 3

Musical connections 3 3

Graduation Research
Professional Development

Professional development 3 3 5 5 2 2
Education 7 7
Minors 12 12 18 18
Total number of study credits per semester 11 49 60 0 60 | 60 0 60 60 0 60 60

NOTE: To receive a positive BSA in your 1st year you will have to obtain 45 ECTS and within those you have to at least obtain the yellow marked courses and 8 ECTS in the Context and Research domain
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7.6 Staff

Yasam Hanclilar, head Jazz and Master of Music
Katta Rasche, programme Coordinator

Carmen Sterke, education support officer
Frans van Geest, ensemble coordinator

Salle de Jonge, projects coordinator

Pim ten Have, producer
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